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Community Development -2017 Comprehensive Plan 
 

One of the vital roles of local government is planning. Planning is the term used to describe how a 

community shapes and guides growth and development.   Wise planning ensures that future 

development is approved in a manner aligned with the best interests of the community.  The results of 

planning are contained in documents known as comprehensive plans. 

What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

A comprehensive plan is a document, developed through a community-based planning process, used by 

local government to guide decisions related to growth and development.  Local governments in Georgia 

are required to submit comprehensive plans to the Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 

every ten years. A county and its cities are encouraged to create a joint plan, but may choose to develop 

their own separate plans.  The new Comprehensive Plan for Paulding County and the Cities of Dallas, 

Hiram and Braswell was submitted June 30, 2017.  This is a living document that changes periodically, 

but the next full revision is due to DCA in 2027. 
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What is the value to Paulding County of having a Comprehensive Plan? 

A Comprehensive Plan benefits Paulding County in many ways. The two most important are:  

1) Ensures future development aligns with the best interests of the community. 

2) An approved plan means Paulding County is eligible for funding from the State of Georgia. 

All comprehensive plans developed and approved in accordance with requirements set out by the 

Georgia Department of Community Affairs (DCA) and adopted by the local government, are known as 

Current Comprehensive Plans. Communities with Current Comprehensive Plans are granted Quality 

Local Government (QLG) status. 

Why is QLG important to Paulding County? 

Communities who achieve Quality Local Government Status (QLG) are eligible for funding from the State 

of Georgia; over $100 million dollars of QLG-enabled funds have paid for such projects infrastructure 

projects as the Richland Creek Reservoir and the revitalization of historic Downtowns Dallas and Hiram. 

What is the process for completing the Comprehensive Plan? 

The responsibility for completing a Comprehensive Plan falls to each local government, Paulding 

submitted a plan in 2017, and the next update is due in 2027. 

In 2015, a multi-jurisdictional workgroup, comprised of staff members from Paulding County, Dallas, 

Hiram and Braswell as well as representatives from the School District, Chamber of Commerce and 

Office of Economic Development, was formed to consider and create an efficient, effective and 

collaborative approach to updating the 2017 Comprehensive Plan. 
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Positions Summary Schedule 

 

Board of Commisioners Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Chairman 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

PT Commissioners 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

County Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Clerk 1 1 1 0 1 0 0

Administrative Asst 0 0 0 1 1 1 0

PT Admin Asst. 1 1 1 3 4 4 1

        Total 8 8 8 10 12 11 1

Finance Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Comptroller 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Acct Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Sr. Payroll Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Payroll/ Accts Rec 0 1 1 1 1 1 0

Sr. Acct. Payable Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Accounts Payable Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Purchasing Specialist 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

Purchasing Techs 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 8 9 9 9 9 9 0

Tax Commissioner Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Tax Commissioner 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Tax Commissioner 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Office Manager 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Administrative Assistant 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Sr. Tax Clerks 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

Tag/Title Clerks 11 11 11 11 11 11 0

PT Tag/Title Clerk 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

        Total 20 20 20 20 20 20 0

Tax Assessors Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

 Chief Appraiser/Director 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Asst. Chief Appraiser 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

G10  Appraisers 6 6 6 3 3 3 0

G12 Appraiser 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

G14 Appraisers 5 5 5 4 4 4 0

G16 Appraisers 2 2 2 3 3 3 0

G18 Appraisers 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Cartographers 2 2 2 5 5 5 0

Admin Clerk 0 0 0 1 1 1 0

Board Members 5 5 5 5 5 5 0

        Total 27 27 27 28 28 28 0

Government Services Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Director 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

        Total 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

Channel 23 Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Media Production Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Video Production Specialist 0 0 1 2 2 2 0

        Total 1 1 2 3 3 3 0
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Board of Elections Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Elections supervisor 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Asst. Elections Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Elections Specialist 1 2 2 2 2 2 0

PT Support clerks 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

Board Members 5 5 5 5 5 5 0

        Total 10 11 11 11 11 11 0

Government Facilities Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Facilities Mananger 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Custodial Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

SR General Service Tech 0 0 1 1 2 2 1

General Service Techs 3 1 2 2 5 5 3

HVAC Tech 0 1 1 1 2 1 0

Electrical Tech 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

Custodians 3 3 2 2 0 0 -2

 Part time Custodians 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Part time Maintenance Wkr 0 0 2 2 2 2 0

FT Admin Secretary 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

PT Admin Secretary 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

        Total 11 10 14 14 17 16 2

Human Resources Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Director 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

HR Specialists 3 3 4 4 5 5 1

Part time Admin Asst 1 1 1 1 0 0 -1

        Total 5 5 6 6 6 6 0

Administration Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

County Administrator 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

Operations Manager 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

Sr. Admin. Asst 0 0 0 1 1 1 0

        Total 0 0 2 3 3 3 0

Information Technology Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Director 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Support Division Manager 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

 Technical Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Desktop Support Tech 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Network Administrator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Systems Analyst 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

GIS Techs 1 1 1 1 2 2 0

GIS Manager 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Communication System Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Addressing Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 9 9 8 8 10 10 0

Superior Court Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/(Dec)

Judicial supplements 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

 Law Clerk 1 1 1 1 3 3 2

Senior Judge Secretary (contract with  State) 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Court Administrator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Court Administrator 0 0 0 1 1 0 -1

Pre-Trial Release 1 1 1 0 0 0 0

PT Admin Clerk 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

Court Reporters 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

 Baliffs 5 5 5 5 5 5 0

        Total 15 15 16 16 18 17 1
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Clerk of Court Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Clerk of Court 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Chief Deputy Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Clerks 9 9 9 8 8 8 0

Sr. Deputy Clerks 10 10 10 10 10 10 0

PT Clerk 0 0 0 2 2 2 0

        Total 21 21 21 22 22 22 0

Board of Equalization Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Board Members 9 9 9 9 9 9 0

Part time Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

   Total 10 10 10 10 10 10

Probate Court Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Probate Judge 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Chief Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Sr. Deputy Clerk 5 5 5 5 5 5 0

Sr. Deputy Clerk - PT 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Clerks 3 3 3 3 4 4 1

Recording Clerk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Sr. Accounting Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 PT Recording Clerks 2 2 2 2 1 1 -1

        Total 14 14 14 14 14 14 0

District Attorney Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

County Funded: 2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

District Attorney supplement 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Admin (Legal) Secretary 7 4 4 4 4 4 0

Victim/Witness Secretary (grant) 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

Victim Witness Advocates 6 6 6 9 9 9 0

Assistant District Attorneys 6 8 8 9 9 9 0

 Investigator 3 2 3 3 4 3 0

 PT Victim Witness Secretary (grant) 1 1 1 0 0 0 0

State Funded: 0

 ADA's w/ County Supplement 3 3 3 4 4 4 0

 Secretaries 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Investigator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 26 26 26 26 27 26 0

Magistrate Court Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Chief Magistrate 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Associate Magistrates, 2 FT 2 1 1 1 1 1 0

PT Admin Assistant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SR Deputy Clerk 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

Financial Clerk 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

 Deputy Clerks 2 2 2 3 3 3 0

 Chief Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 PT Associate Judge 0 1 1 1 1 1 0

 PT Deputy Clerk 1 2 2 2 1 1 -1

        Total 8 9 10 11 11 11 0
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Juvenile Court Budget Budget Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Juvenile Judge 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Part time Juvenile Judge 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Legal Secretary 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Indigent Defense Attorneys (contracted $32,000)0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Chief Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Senior Deputy Clerks 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Clerk 2 2 3 3 2 2 -1

Chims Coordinator 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

PT Deputy Clerk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Director of Treatment Services 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 8 8 9 9 9 9 0

Public Defender Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

   County Funded

Supplement - Public Defender 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Asst. Public Defender 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

Investigator 0 1 1 1 1 1 0

Legal Secretary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Indigent Verification Officer 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Administrative Secretary 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

Social Worker 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

PT Admin. Secretary 1 2 2 2 1 1 -1

   State Funded

Public Defender 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Asst. Public Defender 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Investigator 1 2 2 2 2 2 0

Legal Secretary 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 9 12 12 12 13 13 1

Coroner Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Coroner 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Coroners 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

        Total 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

Sheriff Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

 Sheriff 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Colonel 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Lt. Colonel 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Majors 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

 Captains 7 7 7 9 9 9 0

 Lieutenants 6 6 6 7 7 7 0

 Sergeants 15 15 15 16 16 16 0

 Corporals 8 8 8 10 10 10 0

 Investigators 28 30 34 34 34 34 0

 Evidence Technician 1 1 1 2 2 2 0

 Crime Scene Tech 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Deputies 100 105 112 99 102 102 3

 Communications Operators 13 13 13 13 14 14 1

 Admin Secretaries  6 6 6 6 6 6 0

 CID Secretaries 8 8 8 8 8 8 0

Records Tech 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Office Manager 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Purchasing Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Chaplain 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Part-time 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

        Total 208 215 226 220 224 224 4
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Detention Center Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

 Jail Administrator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Asst Jail Administrator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Administrative Asst 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Adminstrative Officer 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

Lieutenant 2 4 4 5 5 5 0

 Captain 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Sergeants 6 6 6 6 6 6 0

 Corporal 6 6 6 6 6 6 0

 Transport Deputies (POST) 5 5 5 5 8 8 3

 Transport Officer (POST) 3 3 3 3 0 0 -3

 Detention Officers 47 47 47 52 67 67 15

Civilian Employee 0 0 0 0 6 4 4

 EMT 2 3 3 3 3 3 0

 Temp. Clerks 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Building Maintenance 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

 Part time 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 80 82 82 88 110 108 20

E-911 Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Director/E911 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

E911 Deputy Director (database) 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Admin Assistant 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Telecom Operators 24 26 26 28 28 28 0

 Lead Operators 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

 Training Section Manager 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

PT Custodian 0 0 0 1 1 1 0

 Part-time Operators 2 4 4 4 4 4 0

        Total 34 38 38 41 41 41 0

Fire Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Chief 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Chief 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Admin Assistant 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Admin Secretary 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Admin Officer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Captains 4 4 4 11 11 11 0

EMA Specialist 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

EMA Assistant 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Major 2 2 2 2 0 0 0

Sergeants 15 15 15 0 0 0 3

Lieutenants 8 8 8 26 26 26 0

 Fire Specialist 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Training Officer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Firefighter I's 31 34 34 34 41 41 6

 Firefighter II's 20 20 20 20 20 20 0

 Firefighter III's 32 32 32 32 32 32 -3

 Quartermaster 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Firefighter Trainees 31 31 31 31 31 31 0

 Part-time Firefighters 8 8 8 4 8 8 0

 Part-time Training Officers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Supplements to State Forestry Employees 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

        Total 160 163 163 169 178 178 6
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Marshal Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Chief Marshal 0 0 0 1 1 1 0

Captain 1 1 1 0 0 0 0

Admin Assistant 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Deputy Marshals 6 7 7 7 6 6 -1

Sgt's 2 2 2 2 1 1 -1

Business Lic Tech 1 1 1 1 0 0 -1

Receptionist 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

PT Receptionist 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 13 14 14 14 11 11 -3

Animal Control Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Facility Manager 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Administrative Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Sgt. 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

AC Officers 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

Kennel Techs 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

 Veterinarian 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 PT Admin Clerk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 PT Kennel Tech 3 3 3 3 5 5 2

        Total 14 14 14 14 16 16 2

Department of Transportation Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

 Director 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Asst Director 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Sr. Admin Asst 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Admin Secretary 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Admin Clerk 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Construction Mgr 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Pre-Construction Mgr 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Pre-Construction Eng 1 1 1 2 2 2 0

 Construction Insp 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Constrcution Engineer 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Sr.Construction Insp 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

Utility Inspector 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

 ROW Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Sr. Traffic Analyst 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Traffic Analyst 0 0 0 1 1 1 0

 Construction Project Manager 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Project Manager 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Asst Road Superint 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Crew Supervisors 3 4 4 4 4 4 0

 Crew Leaders 7 8 8 8 8 8 0

 Sign Techs 3 3 3 3 3 3 0

 Sign Crew Spv 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Signal Supervisor 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Signal Techs 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Traffic Ops Mgr 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Lead Sign Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Road Superint 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 EO II's 5 6 6 6 6 6 0

 EO III's 10 10 10 10 10 10 0

 EO IV 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 EO's 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Truck Drivers 0 0 0 2 2 2 0

 Crew Workers 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

 Traffic Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

CAD/GIS Tech 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 60 63 63 67 68 68 1
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Fleet Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Fleet Manager 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Admin Assistant 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Shop Foreman] 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Mechanics 5 6 6 7 7 7 0

Equipment Svc Worker 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Welder 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 PT Admin Secretary 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 11 12 12 13 13 13 0

Recycling Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Asst Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

PT Worker 1 1 1 2 3 3 1

        Total 3 3 3 4 5 5 1

Storm Water Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Engineer 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

Inspector 0 0 0 0 2 2 2

Crew Superintendent 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

Crew Leader 0 0 1 1 1 1 0

Equipment Operators 0 0 2 2 2 2 0

        Total 0 0 4 4 7 7 3

Parks & Recreation Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Director 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Assistant Director-Maint 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Superintendent 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Admin Asst's 2 2 3 3 3 3 0

Admin Secretary 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Athletic Coordinator 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

Athletic Superintendent 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Horticulture Crew Leader 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Maint Crew Leaders 5 5 6 6 7 6 0

Maint Workers 7 7 7 9 12 11 2

Program Coordinators 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

 Program Superintendent 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 PT Receptionist 1 1 0 0 0 0 0

        Total 27 27 28 30 34 32 2

Library Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Lib Svcs Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Branch Managers 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

Children's Specialists 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

Circulation Supervisor 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Reference Specialists 0 0 2 2 2 2 0

PT Reference Specialist 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Library Assistants 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

 Part-time Library Clerks 10 10 7 7 11 9 2

 Library Custodians 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

        Total 26 26 25 25 29 27 2

Community Services Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Van Driver 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

PT Van Drivers 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

        Total 5 5 5 5 5 5 0
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Bus Services Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Van Drivers 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

 PT Van Driver 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

        Total 6 6 6 6 6 6 0

Senior Center Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Center Manager 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Program Coordinator 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Center Assistant 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Part-time security 2 2 2 2 1 1 0

        Total 5 5 5 5 4 4 0

Extension Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

PT Ag Resource Program Assistant 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

Supplements 4 4 4 4 4 4 0

        Total 4 4 4 4 4 4 1

Community Development Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

Comm.Develop. Director 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Sr. Admin Secretary 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Sr. Bldg Inpsectors 1 3 2 2 2 2 0

Bldg Permit Division Mgr 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

Bldg Inspector 0 1 2 2 2 2 0

 Development Division Manager 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sr. Development Inspectors 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

Development Insp 0 1 0 0 1 1 1

Office manager 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Permit Techs 3 2 2 2 4 4 2

Business License 0 0 0 2 2 2 0

SR. Planner 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Planner 1 2 2 2 2 2 0

 Planning & Zoning Div Mgr 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 County Engineer 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Admin Secretary (PT share w/ Marshal) 1 1 1 1 1 1 0

 Board Members 7 7 7 7 7 7 0

        Total 21 24 23 25 28 28 3

Airport Actual Actual Actual Budget Requested Proposed

2016 2017 2018 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 Inc/Dec

 Director 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Admin Assistant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

        Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total all Regular FT and PT 892 921 944 970 1030 1020
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Debt Obligations 
The Constitutional debt limit for direct general obligation tax bonds issued by the Commissioners of 

Paulding County is 10% of the assessed valuation of taxable property within the County.  As a result, of 

principal and interest payments due in 2020 for the most recent bond issue to fund the jail construction, 

the 2019/2020 increased the millage rate to 2.20 mills from 2.07 mills. 

 

In 2007, Paulding County issued debt to fund the Conservation Property as well as construct the Watson 

Government Complex including the Courthouse and Administration Building.  The original debt has been 

refunded or refinanced with two issues.  A partial refund was completed in 2013 and the remaining 

amount was refunded in 2015. 

In November 2016, the citizens of Paulding County voted to tax themselves to construct an Adult 

Detention Facility.  This construction is expected to begin in early Fiscal Year 2019 and continue through 

2020.  The increase in millage is for the FY 2020 budget year. 

  

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Assessed Value of Property 3,418,312,210$ 3,765,916,177$ 3,993,847,069$ 4,380,718,757$ 4,782,091,272$ 

    Less: Special Homestead Exemption (150,396,514)     (160,501,024)     (168,378,439)     (172,252,267)     (179,677,028)     

Assessed Value for Bond Purposes 3,267,915,696$ 3,605,415,153$ 3,825,468,630$ 4,208,466,490$ 4,602,414,244$ 

Debt Limit - 10% of Assessed Value 326,791,570$    360,541,515$    382,546,863$    420,846,649$    460,241,424$    

Amount of Debt Applicable to Debt Limit:

General Obligation Bonds 74,670,176$      70,518,668$      66,215,000$      134,468,727$    129,633,084$    

       Less: Available in Debt Service Fund (3,370,229)        (5,125,839)        (6,096,361)        (7,138,204)        (5,779,486)        

           Net Debt Applicable to Debt Limit 71,299,947$      65,392,829$      60,118,639$      127,330,523$    123,853,598$    

Legal Debt Margin 255,491,623$    295,148,686$    322,428,224$    293,516,126$    336,387,826$    

Total net debt applicable to the limit

   as a percentage of debt limit 21.82% 18.14% 15.72% 30.26% 26.91%

PAULDING COUNTY, GEORGIA

LEGAL DEBT MARGIN INFORMATION

Last Ten Fiscal Years
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Original Interest 6/30/2019

General Obligation Bonds/Maturity Date Amount Rate Outstanding 2020 Debt Service

Series 2013 Refunding/2028 41,030,000$        2.45% 35,775,000$             P $3,280,000

I 798,088.00$                     

Series 2015 Conservation Refunding/2023 7,760,000$          1.777% - 2.601% 5,125,000$               P 1,255,000.00$                  

I 79,920.00$                       

Series 2015 Courthouse Refunding/2032 20,015,000$        1.777% - 2.601% 19,525,000$             P 120,000.00$                     

I 507,845.00$                     

Series 2017 Jail Bonds/2048 67,385,000$        3.0% - 5.0% 66,175,000$             P 1,245,000.00$                  

I 2,559,288.00$                  

126,600,000$            $9,845,141

Legal Limit GO Debt Limit FY 2020

Assessed Value of Property 5,262,818,876           

  Less Special Homestead Exemption (183,419,168)            

Assessed Value for Bond Purposes 5,079,399,708           

Debt Limit - 10% of Assessed Value A 507,939,971$            

Amount of Debt Applicable to Debt Limit

     Total Long Term Debt 126,600,000$            

      Less:  Available in Debt Service Fund (5,400,000)                

   Total Amount Applicable to Debt Limit B 121,200,000$            

Legal Debt Margin (A - B) 386,739,971$            

General Obligations

Series 2007 Conservation 14,885,000$        Refunded by Series 2015

Series 2007 Courthouse 65,000,000$        Refunded by Series 2013 & Series 2015

 Refunded Debt

GENERAL OBLIGATION DEBT
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Original Interest 6/30/2019

Component Unit Debt Amount Rate Outstanding 2020 Debt Service

(Economic Development)

2012 A (taxable)/2024 2,225,000$          1.0%-3.0% 1,045,000$               P 200,000.00$                     

I 28,407.00$                       

2012 B (tax-exempt)/2024-Paid by W&S** 5,090,000$          2.0%-2.125% 2,495,000$               P 475,000.00$                     

I 58,075.00$                       

2012 Revenue Bonds-Total 7,315,000$          3,540,000$               

**This issue was used to contruct a sewer plant, therefore the Water/Sewer revenues are being used to pay this debt.

2011 Revenue Bonds

  Series A (tax-exempt)/2031 1,100,000$          2.00% - 4.75% 825,000$                  P 50,000.00$                       

I 36,275.00$                       

  Series B (taxable)/2031 6,800,000$          1.57% - 5.47% 5,200,000$               P 295,000.00$                     

I 276,189.00$                     

7,900,000$          6,025,000$               657,464.00$                     

2013 Revenue Bonds/2024 4,590,000$          2.25% 2,425,000$               P 465,000.00$                     

Legal Limit for Economic Development I 54,563.00$                       

Assessed Value of Property 5,262,818,876           

  Less: Special Homestead Exemption (235,807,356)            

Assessed Value for M & O Purposes 5,027,011,520           

Divided by 1,000+ Value of 1 mill 5,027,012$               

 Current Annual Debt Service 1,935,560$               

Legal Margin 3,091,451$               

Series A 3,085,000$          Refunded by 2012A

Series B 4,800,000$          Refunded by 2012B

Series C 3,110,000$          Refunded by 2012B

2014 Airport Revenue Bonds/2024 3,600,000$          2.35% 1,325,305$               P 360,000$                         

I 44,298$                           

Total Revenue Bond Component Unit 1,809,732.00$                  

Grand Total Debt Payments 11,654,873.00$                

REVENUE BONDS COMPONENT UNIT
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Statistical Section 

 

Paulding County 

Profile: 

Established: December 3rd 

1832 

2019 Population Estimate: 

164,044 

Land Area: 312.22 sq. mi. 

County Seat: City of Dallas 

Named for: John Paulding 

(1758 – 1818) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Populations (2018): 

Dallas             13,607 

Hiram               4,102  

Braswell                   381 

 

 

 

 



Paulding County Budget 

 

169 

 

Population: 

 

State of Georgia Population Projections: Paulding County 

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 

143,722 169,702 200,653 236,668 275,726 
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Age and Gender Breakdown: 
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Racial & Ethnic Breakdown: 

 

 

78%

17%

2%
2% 1% 0%0%

Racial Breakdown

White Black or African American

Two or More Races Some Other Race

Asian American Indian and Alaska Native

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander

95%

5%

Hispanic or Latino Racial Breakdown

Not Hispanic or Latino Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
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Household Breakdown: 

 

Households by Type: Amount: Percentage of Whole: 

Family Households  38,103 79.2 

With Own Children Under 18 Years 22,691 43.4 

Husband-Wife Family 29,597 61.5 

With Own Children Under 18 Years 15,848 32.9 

Male Householder 2,333 4.8 

With Own Children Under 18 Years 1,274 2.6 

Female Householder 6,173 12.8 

With Own Children Under 18 Years 3,740 7.8 

Nonfamily Households 10,002 20.8 

Householder Living Alone 7,966 16.6 

Male 3,542 7.4 

65 Year or Older 555 1.2 

Female 4,424 9.2 

65 Years or Older 1,609 3.3 

Total Households 48,105 100 
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Labor force: 

Civilian Labor Force Estimates (Not Seasonally Adjusted) For June 2018 

Area Name 
Civilian Labor 

Force 
Employment Unemployment 

Unemploym

ent Rate 

Prelimina

ry Data 

Georgia 
                   

5,099,799 

                   

4,911,313 

                      

188,486  
3.7% Yes 

Paulding 

County 

                        

83,792 

                         

81,101 

                           

2,691 
3.2% Yes 

 

Paulding County Top 10  Employers of 2018 

Employer Name (Alphabetically Listed) 

 

Chick-Fil-A 

 

Learning Bridge ASP. LLC 

 

McDonalds 

 

Metromont Corporation 

 

Paulding County 

 

Paulding County School System 

 

Publix Super Markets, Inc 

 

The Kroger Company 

 

Walmart 

 

Wellstar Health Systems, Inc 
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History: 

The Beginning: 

Paulding County was founded on December 3, 1832 as Georgia’s 89th county. Paulding County is 

named after John K. Paulding, a Revolutionary War hero, who captured the British spy Major John 

André. Major André was an accomplice to Benedict Arnold in the attempted surrender of the fort in 

West Point, New York to the British Army. 

 

Paulding County was one of ten counties that formed Cherokee County. On December 3, 1832 

an act of the Georgia General Assembly separated Cherokee County into Union, Murray, Lumpkin, 

Gilmer, Forsyth, Floyd, Cobb, Cherokee, Cass (now known as Bartow), and Paulding. Van Wert became 

the county seat. Van Wert was named after Isaac Van Wert, another Revolutionary War solider who 

participated in the capture Major John André.  

In the Gold Lottery of 1832, Paulding County was separated into forty-acre “gold lots”. People 

came from other parts of Georgia and other states to seek gold; however, many were not successful. 

Some of the immigrants remained in the county for agricultural purposes thus farming became the main 

occupation for Paulding County. Primary crops grown in Paulding County were cotton, corn, wheat, and 

tobacco.  

Although the Removal Act was passed in 1830, most Cherokee Indian tribes that had inhabited 

much of Georgia did not leave Paulding County until 1838 on the Trail of Tears. 

Between 1832 and 1874, parts of Paulding were annexed into Carroll, Cobb, Polk, and Douglas 

counties. On December 20, 1851, a section of Paulding was used to form Polk County and the county 

seat of Van Wert was included in Polk County. Dallas became Paulding County’s new seat in 1851. Dallas 

is named after George Mifflin Dallas, Vice President of the United States under James Polk. On May 14, 
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1852, Dallas was founded on land deeded from Garrett H. Spinks and became incorporated in 1854. 

Paulding County has two other incorporated cities, Hiram and Braswell. 

Our Courthouse: 

The first two courthouses of Paulding were built in the county seat of Van Wert. In 1854, 

Paulding County purchased land to build another courthouse in the county seat of Dallas. In 1892, the 

new courthouse was constructed. The building has been renovated several times throughout the years. 

The George T. Bagby Annex building was constructed in 1990. In 2008, the new Watson Government 

Complex opened and was dedicated to the Watson family. The new site is located at Constitution 

Boulevard in Dallas. The complex is the location of the courthouse and the administration offices for 

Paulding County. 

 

The Civil War & Other Happenings: 

Paulding County is well known for its role in the Civil War. In 1864, Union General William T. 

Sherman planned to take over Dallas to control the traffic on the county roads that led to larger cities 

such as Atlanta and Kennesaw. Confederate General Joseph Johnson commanded his troops to stop the 

Union from the attempted take-over. Because of the Union’s attempt to control part of Paulding 

County, three battles took place at New Hope Church, Dallas, and Pickett’s Mill. The battles delayed 

Sherman’s attack on Atlanta. Paulding County’s historic Henderson House served as the Union 

headquarters. Today, Pickett’s Mill is one of the best preserved Civil War sites in the nation. 
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After the reconstruction period, Paulding County began to flourish. Construction of the Southern 

and Seaboard Railroads began in 1882. Paulding County was also introduced to the textile industry at 

this time. Both industries played a great role in the growth of the county. Along with the introduction of 

the railroad and the textile industry, Paulding County’s first newspaper was introduced, The Dallas New 

Era. 

On October 18, 1903, "Ole 88" Engine 345, jumped the tracks and tore down part of the 

Pumpkinvine Creek Trestle.  Pumpkinvine Creek Trestle, which was originally built in 1901, was rebuilt 

after the accident. The trestle is over 750 feet long and towers 126 feet above Pumpkinvine Creek. The 

trestle was restored in 1999 and now serves as part of the Silver Comet Trail. 

On April 4, 1977, Southern Airways Flight 242 departed from Huntsville, Alabama traveling to 

Atlanta. The flight crew was advised of the presence of thunderstorms and possible tornadoes along 

their route prior to their departure. The flight crew had flown that same route from Atlanta earlier in the 

day and only encountered mild turbulence and light rain. During the flight, the weather intensified. The 

aircraft entered a thunderstorm cell and encountered excessive amounts of water and hail. The 

windshield was damaged by hail. Due to the massive amounts of water ingested, both engines failed. 

The pilots executed an emergency landing on State Route 92, also known as Highway 381 or Dallas-

Acworth Highway, located in the New Hope Community. When landing, the aircraft collided with a gas 

station/convenience store and several other structures. The flight crew and sixty-two passengers aboard 

the aircraft died including eight people on the ground. Twenty-one passengers including both flight 

attendants survived. 

The famous Silver Comet Trail, which runs through parts of the county, was originally a railroad. 

The trail is named after the Silver Comet Locomotive. The locomotive was a passenger train with dining 

and sleeping amenities. In 1992, The Georgia Department of Transportation purchased the abandoned 

railway from CSX. The land was purchased with the intentions of it becoming a transit extension but 

currently the land is being used as a trail for Paulding, Cobb, and Polk Counties. Construction on the trail 

began in Smyrna in 1998 and was completed in 2008 in Anniston, Alabama. The Silver Comet Trail is 

perfect for walking, biking, rollerblading, dog walking and horse riding. 
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Glossary 
 

Accounting System – The total set of records and procedure which are used to record, classify and report 

information on the financial statements and operations of an entity. 

Accruals – are adjustments for 1) revenues that have been earned but are not yet recorded, and 2) 

expenses that have been incurred but are not yet recorded. 

Accrual Basis of Accounting – The method of accounting under which revenues are recorded when they 

are earned and expenditures are recorded when goods and services are received 

AdValorem Property Taxes – Taxes levied on an assessed valuation (40% of market value) of real and 

personal property, based on a valuation as of January 1 and a millage rate set by the County 

Commission. 

Amortization - the systematic allocation of a balance sheet item to expense (or revenue) on the income 

statement.  

Balanced Budget – a budget is defined as being balanced when the sum of estimated revenues and 

appropriated fund balance is equal to appropriations for each fund. 

Board of Commissioners –The governing authority of the County.  It consists of five members that serve 

on a part-time basis and are elected to staggered terms of four years. 

Bond - a debt investment in which an investor loans money to an entity (corporate or governmental) 

that borrows the funds for a defined period at a fixed interest rate. 

Budget – A financial plan for a specific period of time that matches all planned revenues and 

expenditures with various County services. 

Budget Amendment – A legal procedure utilized by County staff to revise a budget appropriation.  The 

Finance department staff has the authorization to adjust line item expenditures within a departmental 

budget but the County Commission must approve any increase in the total budget for a department. 

CAFR – Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 

Capital Budget – A component of the annual budget that serves as a guide for efficiently and effectively 

undertaking capital projects.  The capital budget includes the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 

Capital Project- I a major capital project with an anticipated cost of at least $50,000 and an estimated 

useful life greater than one year. 

Contingency – A budgetary reserve set aside for emergencies or unforeseen expenditures not otherwise 

budgeted for. 
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Debt Service Fund – A fund used to account for resources intended for the payment of principal, 

interest, and any service charges on long-term debt. 

Department – A major administrative unit of the County with overall management responsibility for an 

operation or a group of related operations within a functional area. 

Enterprise Fund – A governmental accounting fund in which the services provided are financed and 

operated similarly to those of a private business.  The rate schedules for these services are established 

to ensure that revenues are adequate to meet all necessary expenditures. 

Expenditure – Decrease in net financial resources.  Expenditures include current operation expenses 

requiring the present and future use of net current assets, debt service, and capital outlays. 

Fiscal Year – The time period designated by the County signifying the beginning and ending period for 

recoding financial transactions.  Paulding County has specified July 1 to June 30 as its fiscal year. 

Fiscal Policies – guidelines that provide a framework as to how the financial responsibilities associated to 

the operation of the County are to be carried out. 

Fund – A fiscal and accounting entity which is comprised of a self-balancing set of accounts which reflect 

all assets, liabilities, equity, revenue and expenditures (or expenses) necessary to disclose financial 

position and the results of operations.  Funds are established as individual entities in order to segregate 

financial records for the purpose of legal compliance, different natures of activities performed, 

measurement or different objectives, and to facilitate management control. 

Fund Balance – Refers to the excess of current assets over current liabilities. 

General Fund – It is the principal operating fund for the County. 

General Obligation (G.O.) Bonds – Bonds sold to raise revenue for long-term capital financing needs.  

These bonds, which pledge the full faith and credit of the County, must be approved by voter 

referendum.  The cost of financing is spread over the life of the improvement so that future users help 

to repay the cost of the improvement. 

GFOA – Government Finance Officers Association 

Governmental Fund - Used to account for all or most of a government’s general activities.  The 

measurement focus is on source and use of resources. 

Infrastructure – Basic installations and facilities (e.g., roads, bridges) upon which the continuance and 

growth of a community depend. 

Intergovernmental Revenue – Revenues received from other governmental entities in the form of grants 

or shared revenues. 

Interest Income – Revenue earned for the use of idle monies 
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Interfund Transfer – Contributions and operating transfers of cash made between the various funds of 

the County. 

Legal Debt Margin – The net amount of external financing resources that is available to the County 

through the issuance of general obligation bonds,  For Paulding County, it is limited to an amount equal 

to 10% of the assessed value of all taxable property located within the county, less any current general 

obligation bond debt. 

Liability – Debt or other legal obligations arising out of transactions in the past, which must be 

liquidated, renewed, or refunded at some future date.  This term does not include encumbrances. 

Mill – A tax rate of one mill represents a tax liability of one dollar per $1,000 of assessed value 

Millage Rate – The ad valorem tax rate expressed in terms of the levy per thousand dollars of taxable 

assessed value. 

Modified Accrual Basis – The basis of accounting under which expenditures other than accrued interest 

on general long-term debt are recorded at the time liabilities are incurred and revenues are recorded 

when received in cash except for material and/or other available revenues, which should be accrued to 

reflect properly the taxes, levied and revenue earned. 

O.C.G.A. – Official Code of Georgia Annotated 

Moody’s – a credit rating agency, which performs international financial research and analysis on 

commercial and government entities. 

Operating Budget – The portion of the budget pertaining to daily operations that provide basic 

governmental services.  The operating budget contains appropriations for such expenditures as 

personnel, supplies, utilities, travel, and fuel and capital outlay. 

Other Financing Sources – monies transferred-in from other funds. 

Other Financing Uses – monies transferred-out to other funds. 

Personal Per Capita Income – is the total income of all persons living in a community divided by the 

population of that community. 

Property Tax – Revenue generated from the annual levy of taxes on property owners 

Revenue – The term designates an increase to a fund’s asset, which does not increase a liability, 

represent a repayment of an expenditure already made, represent a cancellation of certain liabilities or 

represent a repayment of an expenditure already made, represent a cancellation of certain liabilities or 

represent an increase in contributed capital. 

Sales and Use Tax – A percentage tax imposed upon the sale or consumption of goods and/or services. 
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Special Revenue Fund – A fund used to account for proceeds of specific revenue sources that are legally 

restricted to expenditures for specific purposes. 

S.P.L.O.S.T – Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax 

Standard & Poor’s – as a credit-rating agency, the company issues credit ratings for debt of public and 

private corporations. 

YTD – Year to Date 


